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aller ings the loveliest, 
And most divine are children. 
— William Canton 
Dear chitaren, 

With August fast approaching I am happy to find that many of you have 
thought about independence day. You have discussed freedom or the lack of 
it, in our country as of today. Some feel happy about the progress that this 
nation bas made during the past fifty years, while others are skeptical about 
the pace at which progress is achieved. More than a few Gokulam readers 
‘have commented on the atom bomb tests conducted by both India and Pakistan. 

Its beartening to find children like you taking interest in the affairs of the 
country. There will always be people around to discourage you by saying, 
“Ob what's the use? Are you capable of reforming the world? Who will listen to 
you?” 


Do not lend your ears to such persons. While it 
is true that you should avoid involving yoursel/ 
directly in politics during your student days, itis 
also necessary to keep abreast of the developments 
in all spheres, in our country and abroad. 
What is more, you should express your views 
It is never too early in life to take active interest in 
the affairs of the nation. Just as butter gathers at 
the top when curd is churned, truth evolves out of 
all arguments and counter arguments. But such 
discussions should be bealthy and bonest and we 
should learn to accept truth when we see it. Never argue for the sake of 
argument! 


1 strongly feel that our leaders, from Prime minister onwards to local body 
members, should get to know what the cbildren of India think about various 
problems facing our country. And for this Istrongly recommend Gokutlam to 
all of them! 


Jove, 


user 


K. Rajendran, 
Editor. 
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4 Thave written small po- 
ems and want to send them 
to you. Can | send my po- 
ems to you? In which edition 
will you publish them? 

R. Sudhanua, Bangalore, 

Dear Sudhanua, 

You can send in your contribu- 
tions to us, We will publish ther if 
selected. Do remember there are 
plenty of contributors. So you will 
just have to wait your turn, — Ed. 

| am a regular reader of 
Gokulam. | would like to send some 
comics. How should | go about it? 
| Sharmili, age 11, Pondicherry. 

Dear Shamil 

Youcan sendin yourstery. We have 
a panel of artists who will draw the it 
lustrations required for the comic. 

Ed, 





A distant dream 
These days we have become 
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experts in setting targets. But do 
we really achieve them? 
We have ‘Education for all be- 
fore 2000 AD’, Considering that 
the chief ministers change like 
we change shirts, we can 
hardly remember their names. 
So, how are we going to 
achieve our targets? 

R, Balamurugan, Chenn 


An anthem for 
Gokulam 
Gokulam is the best, 
Better than the rest. 
Itblooms like a 
monthly flower, 
It makes 
every reader its 
lover. 

It is like a 
wholesome dish, 
Which we devour with relish. 

It's full of stories and jokes, 
Which slips down the readers’ 
throat like a runny yolk, 
There surely can't be any, 
With stories, poems and riddles. 
as many. 
So Gokulam is the best, Read, 
With a mind hungry for a good 
feed. 
M, Sharmila, age 14, 
Aruppukkottai. 











Children sending in contributions 
‘must include their name, age or 
class, name of the schoo! and 
their full house address. Other- 
wise contributions will be 
rejected. 


















you have done 
if you had been 
alive during the 
‘American civil war’? You 
‘would have watched his- 
tory in the making. That is 
what Scholastic aims to do. 
The company believes in bring- 

ing into Indian children’s homes, inter- 
rational authors and their contribution 
at atfordable prices. 

‘Scholastic India has 10,000%tteson 
the anvil, About 1,500 titles were on 
display at the CP. Art centre, Chennai 
onthe inaugural day. The book fair was 
a success obviously. 

There are books on Annadural and 
Gandhi and the American civil war 
Paperback editions are priced at As.60 
and above. Scholastic offers you tra- 


ditional iterature too besides new writ- 
ers. There are small stories and learn- * 
ee eee FOR Si 


panchatantra and Indian folklore. 
There are 


horror novels 
and true inci- 
dents that F 
may create 


goose pimples. Some may make you you shake your head in disbelief 
laugh outright while others will make _For hardcore feminists, there are 


Judge: What is your crime? 
Accused: I stole car, your hon- 
Judge: Why did you steal it? 





Accused: I saw it parked outside 

cemetery. I thought the owner 

would not need it anymore. 
Abdul Aziz, Mumbai 
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MY TRUE FRIENDS 


Though they scold me, they love me, 

T may have hurt them, but they forgive me, 
Tmay have erred still they protect m 
‘They love me, they cherish me and correct me 





When I have a problem they are with me: 
they cheer me! 
Thave many friends, But 

I never found anyone as true 

As my parents. 


And when Lam sul} 






Suguna, age 15, Bangalore 





books on Helen Keller, Florence Nightingale, Dr, treat toread such-well pub- 
Baker and Anne Frank. lished books. 


he books are beautifully printed andare col 
‘ourul,Ilustrations for books like Helen Keller 





are a treat to the eye, A 
Young readers are often put off because the > \ 

quality of printing is low. Children can be roped in we 

‘only with colourful and captivating illustrations. ¢ Sen 
‘The first experiment with affordable price Is 4 \ 


welcome. If the prices continue to remain within 
reach, Scholastic may well find a place in every 
book lover's home very soon. 

‘Scholastic was begun in 1920 by a teacher 
who believed that children needed to learn by 
themselves. With 77 years in book publishing, 
Scholastic has proved 
thatalitleetfortandde- _/ 
votion can make an 
ardent reader out of 
even the most play- 
ful child ia 

‘Scholastic wil 1 
introduce to @ 
young readers 
‘english’ as it must 
be writen. Itis indeed a 
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T: finals at Wimbledon saw 
an amazing show of style. 
T= and talent, So also the 
century's last world cup in football, 
As if that was not enough sports 
lovers had another treat in store. The 
Akai-Nidahas cup hosted by Srilanka 
saw records tumble on the field 
Wimbledon saw Seles drop by the 
wayside. Hingis fought her way 
through to the semi-finals, But Jana 
Novotna was not what Hingis had 
* Croatia, a sup 


We eg Cres 


ERS 












bargained for. The win was a reward 
she had been waiting for 
This time it was France that made 
headlines, however. With football 
fever rocking France, many were 
willing to give Wimbledon a cursory 
glance. But not Natasha Zvereva. 
Novotna of Czech republic and 
Zvereva met in the finals. Zvereva 
put up a stiff fight but Novotna 
avenged her defeat of last year on 
this court. Besides, she did not want 
to go down in history 
merely as someone 
who had cried on the 
Duchess of Kent's 
shoulder in 1993. 


* Peto Sampras 


‘Sampras proved his critics wrong. 
Many had begun believing that 
Sampras had grown old or had 
slowed down. Invanisevic trusted his 
aces but Sampras wasa better player 
and the cup proved it true. Goran 
Ivanisevic had more supporters than 
Sampras. Ivanisevic's brilliant aces 
left Sampras speechless. But not for 
Jong, Sampras has equalled Bora's 
record of Wimbledon titles. Will 
he break the record? 
That has to 


wait till 1999 Wimbledon. 


osts Srilanka were the hot 
favourite at the Akai-Nidahas 
cup. They fought well too. Indians 
had other ideas. Sachin Tendulkar 
‘and Saurav Ganguly stayed put on 
the field tll the 42nd over. A record 
by itself. Then things went haywire. 
Indian batsmen fell like nine pins and 
India finished with 307 runs. 
Srilankans began well. But when 
there were just 12 runs to victory 
things began to go wrong. That 
cricket is a game of chance was 
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proved without doubt. Sachin and 
‘Saurav set another record and India 
has romped home with the Akai 
Nidahas cup much to the thrill and 
joy of Indians. 


¢ Brazilian boys who had gone 
down the history of foot ball as 
the unbeatable team, suddenly found 
themselves as the runners up! What 
‘a wonderful final match it was! The 
Brazilians of course did their very best 
butt was time for the fall of the Titans 
and France gave a rousing reception 
tots heros, with Zidane as their super 
star! 

A surprise winner was Croatia 
That it was able to reach the third 
place proved that a small country could 
terrify the big names very easily. 
France is the second host team to win 
the cup. Brazil may have to redo its 
homework for the first world cup of 
the 21st century 













THE 


alaria isa dreaded 
disease even now. But, 
it must have been a 


terrible disease in 1800s when 
Ross lived, Ronald Ross was born 
in 1857 in Almora in India. His 
father was a major in the British 
army. At six, Ross was speaking 
fluently in Hindi. 





Ross received higher education 
in Saint Bartholomew's hospital in 
London. He went on to study 
medicine in the London School of 
‘Tropical Medicine. 


MOSQUITO 


He joined the British army as a 
doctor and returned to India to 
find many people suffering from 
Malaria. Charles Laveran, a 
French Scientist,had already 
found that malaria was being 
transmitted by parasites known 
as Plasmodium. Ross 
continued the research and 
determined the life cycle of 
the parasite in the mosquito. 

For this he carried a 

microscope on his shoulders 
wherever he went and was called 
“The Mosquito Man”. Ros 
awarded the Nobel prize in the 
field of 
medicine in 
1902, 

His re- 
search was 
not without hurdles. Many i 
British army did not like him 
doing research on malaria, He 
was often transferred to places 
where malaria did not occur. Ross 
himself suffered severe bouts of 
malarial fever. 








the 


Ross was also a poet. 

‘The Indian government has 
released a stamp and first-day 
cover to commemorate.this nobel 
prize winner. The Andhra 
Pradesh government has renamed 
one of its streets in Secunderabad 
after him, since his laboratory was 
situated there. 

Om Lakhani, age 13, Anand 
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In this vast, dense forest, 


In the thick undergrowth, 
Roaming about? 


_U have been waiting anxiously, 


Onn A MCTKEDSS 
MOREY 
| 


All evening, 
Waiting for your tender appearance, 
‘Are you lost in the forest? 
‘Are you in some sort of danger which 
> you cannot face? 
My heart is heavy as a ton, 
My head is as heavy as lead. 
T cannot move another step. 
It is a cruel punishment, 
. Not being able to cry loudly but to weep! 







silently 
Oh, my life, my sweetheart, 
1 cannot live without you. hy 
Thave not lost all hopes, Co 
Do not fear, wherever you 
CO}; 
T shall not rest until Thave found © 
wy 
you. 27 











Every moment of my life, 
Depends upon you. 
‘My heart misses a beat 
Now and then, 

I vow that I will find 
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ice is the staple food of nearly 
27 billion people in the world- 
that is nearly 50% of the world. 
How did rice originate? 

Paddy had its origins in Ma- 
laya. The original rice was rough and 
Poor in quality. Paddy is highly adapt- 
able. It can grow in hot Australian and 





Egyptian deserts and also in the snow 
covered Himalayas. In Bangladesh it 
survives even in 8ft of water. But paddy 
varies according to the place it grows in, 
‘Some paddy plants are 8 inches high 
while in other places paddy grows upto a 
height of 10 feet. 

Oryza sativa is the botanical name of 
rice. About 1,20,000 varieties of rice are 
known to man. This also includes black 
and red rice. Wild rice is not rice but a 
type of grass. The International Rice Re 
search Institute is in Manila. Here different 





ybrid varieties are 
studied and intro: 
duced everyday. 

While the eastern 
part of the world gives 
much importance to 
paddy and rice, the 
western world grows 
wheat. In the US 
every year seven 
million tons of rice is 
produced. One tenth 
of this is used to make 
beer. Rice gives the 
beer a lighter colour 
and enhances the 
taste! 

Rice plays an im- 
portant role in reli- 
gious activities. In 
Ball, in Hindu tem- 
ples, priests sprinkle 
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1 Bali, rice cultiva- 
tion is also associ- 
ated with temples. 
Many agricultural 
associations main- 
tain a temple. Every 
morning a litle cooked 
rice is placed in the 
courtyard for crows to 
feed. Crows are con- 
sidered incarnations of 
anscestors by south 
Indians. Rice offering to crows is. 
believed to satisfy the hunger of the dead 
ancestors. 

The Grand shrine of Isa is 190 miles 
south-west of Tokyo. In this Shindo temple 
white-robed priests cook rice and offer to 
the sun goddess twice everyday. The sun 
goddess is believed to be the ancestor of 
the royal family. The goddess is believed 
to have brought a handful of rice from 
heaven so that people on earth can grow 
it 

After taking over, the emperor first 
meets the sun goddess behind a screen 
+ Spraying feriaers He emerges as the embodiment of 

Ninigrow mikoto-the god of rip- 
ened rice plant. 

In India, rice is offered as a 
blessing of god. The sowing of 
seeds and harvest are done on 
auspicious days, like in Japan. 
Though many other grains are 
grown, rice is the king of all 
grains. 









holy water along with 
rice on the head, 
chest and throat. This 
is known as Mula 

Kelp. The priest 
chants prayers which 
says, "this (rice) is a 
form of Goddess, who 
gave us life. Without it 
we will be dead.” 








Reference: 
National Geographic 
KRY, Coimbatore 





y friend Sreela and 
entered the school 
just as the bell rang 
for assembly. 

We usually visit the Vinayaka 
temple near the school, One of our 
classmates said the assembly 
would start only at 9:15. We ran to 
the temple. As we came round the 
temple, Sreela screamed, “Take 
care. There is a nest below your 
feet.” 


“Yes,” | 
shouted as | 
spotted the 


nest too. A few 
girls who were 
sitting close to 
the temple 
gathered 
around us. 


AND 


took the 
nest in my 

hand. | was startled to see two tiny 
squirrels jump out. Luckily Sreela 
too was holding the nest. 

The baby squirrels may have 
fallen down and might have died 
otherwise. 

One of the girls in the crowd 
shouted, “Piace the nest under the 
tree. The mother squirrel may come 
by looking for her babies. 

Sreela hurriedly gathered the 
baby squirrel and put it back into 
the nest. | placed the nest below 





the tree. We hoped that the mother 
squirrel would find her young ones. 
Sreela and | thought much about 
the baby squirrels. 

Sreela got scolded by the 
english teacher when she looked 
blank instead of answering a ques- 
tion the teacher had asked 


uring the lunch hour, we 
were asked to attend a 





special class. So, we could not 
check up on the baby squirrels 
Soon, it was evening and the 
school day had ended. 

We ran to the temple. The baby 
squirrels were still in the nest 
Sreela decided 
to take the ba- 
bies to her 
house. When 
Sreela took the 
baby squirrels 
into her house 
her sister 
shouted, 
“throw that into 
the dustbin.’ 
Sreela was re- 
duced to tears 
when the two 


the company we so badly needed. 

We returned home. Sreela had 
to go to Kerala, She asked me to 
take good care of our petpals. But 
neither Kuku nor Miku would drink 
the milk offered to them. 








babies were 
not welcomed in her house, 

| suggested that we take the ba- 
bies to my house, We named them 
Kuku and Miku, 


Ss reela and | took turns to 
feed the baby squirrels. 
We fed them milk with a sponge. 
The babies opened their eyes a 
ter two days. Kuku opened its eyes 
first and then Miku opened its eyes. 

Both the squirrels were very 
playful. When the school closed for 
the half-yearly exams we carried 
Kuku and Miku to our grandma's 
home. Grandma's house is very 
boring with no one to play or chat 
with. Kuku and Miku provided us 
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Two days later, Kuku drank milk 
and seemed to want some more. 


He drank up Miku's portion too. We 
were all very surprised. That night 
Miku died. We were upset. My sis- 
ter and | buried him in the 
backyard, The next afternoon Kuku 
too died, My sister and | cried over 
the dead squirrels for a long time 

Sreela returned the next day 
from Kerala, She came home wish: 
ing to see the baby squirrels, We 
told her what had happened. | still 
feel upset about the death of the 
two baby squirrels. 


P. NITHYA PRIYA (age 13), 
Vellalar Mat. HSS, 
Thindal, Erode. 
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Tove dogs and want to have 
‘one for a pet, But my mother does 
not approve of pets. She changes the 
subject when I try to talk about it to 
my father, What shall 1 do? 
Neelima, VIL, St. Joseph's HS. 
tigara, Darjeetin 


Dear Neelima, 






If you can- 
D not have pers at 


Seem tohave lost the patience to make 
sketches. 





shana Suresh, age 10, 
Vidhyodaya, Chennai 





Dear Lakshana, 

May be you are outgrowing 
your hobby. Try to forget drawing 
and involve yourself in some other 
activity. [faftera few months you find 
yourself wanting to draw again, you 
can do so. 


1am in ninth standard and my 
J. My 
however, gets diverted 
because he has me to play with 
Often, Lend up getting scolded by my 
mother for disturbing his studies 


brother is in twelfth stank 








RANDMA 
SWORN 


home, you can save some of your 
pocket money and adopt one in your 
town's Blue Cross Society 

visit your pet and pay for his upkeep. 
It need not be only a dog. Many 


animals can avail of your services. 


You could 


Tam good at drawing. have 
even won prizes. But suddenly. | 


Please help. 
Aravindh Ra 


Dear Aravindh, 





acl 





ge 13, Hyder 


Keep away from your brother 
Uill his exams. You could tell him 
firmly that you will not play with him 
till his exams are over. Engage 
yourself with your classmates, Your 
brother will not get distracted. 





“4 
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{) My younger sister eries for very 
small things. If during a quarrel I hit 
her by mistake with a rubber, she 
creates a huge scene. I never com- 
plain when I get hurt by her. My 
parents also support her. 

Radhika Sriram, V Std., 
ARGHI School, New Delhi 


Dear Radhika, 

J) Keep off your sister when she 
wants you to play with her. Tell her 
that she creates a big scene for small 
things, She will learn by and by that 
she cannot have her way always, Also, 
don't make ‘hitting’ a habit, 





B 1am quite good at physics, 
chemistry and biology, But mathe- 
matics scares me, 1 wish to take up 
computerscience, I want to make my 
future in a big computer firm and hold 
responsible position. Tam an ICSE 
board student, Please help. 

Gourab Das, VIB, 
n Day School, Kanchrapara 











a 
Dear Gourab, 





(Af you are good at the other 
three, maths should not pose a pro- 
blem. Work out the problems in the 
book and give yourself mock tests. 
There are many books on mathe= 
You could try solving ques- 
tions from papers set in the previous 
years. Prepare new problems based 
‘on the regular ones found in the text- 
books and try o solve them, You could 
also seek the help of your maths teacher. 


matics 


GOKULAM hugos 98 





‘Request him to devote an hour after 
school for this, It should help. 





Tam 13, My parents have for 
sometime now been scolding me for 
apparently no reason, 1 get bored 
sitting and watching television at 
home. My mother does love me, My 





only support are my grandparents, 1 
love and respect my parents a lot 
A. Balaji, age 13, Hyderabad 


Dear Balai, 

(0) Try developing a hobby. Start 
collecting stamps or playing games 
You could start by playing chess or 
badminton or you can even join the 
local club for children. You could 
spend your free time by helping the 
old or by reading out to the blind, You 
‘can help out in your nearby shop too, 
This will help you develop yourself. 
Watching TV will not help much in 
the long run. 





rnusha was an orphan. She 
had other problems too, 
he had just failed in her 


‘exams. She was in her Il standard. 
But she was a well-mannered, 
honest and a kind person. 


Her class teacher called her to 
the staff room and said, “Anusha, 
if you continue like this you are 
not going to make a name for 
yourself. You had better study. 
The other students of the class 
atleast have their parents to 
support them, If you want to 
survive in this world, you must 
learn to stand on your feet. For 
that education is a must.” 

‘Anusha was too young to 
understand all this. But she knew 
that her class teacher was unhappy 


16 






with her exam results, When she 
returned to the orphanage, the 
dormitory matron called her to her 
room. 

The matron said almost the 
same thing. She said, “when you 
leave this orphanage, you must 

be able to take care of your- 
self.” Anusha did not under- 
stand what all that meant. 
But she decided she would 
do well in the next exams. 
She began to take interest 
in her studies. Soon it was 
time for the annual exams. 
She found she knew the 
answers to all the questions that 
had been asked, She was declared 
first in the class. She was now in 
class Il, 

The annual sports day was 
round the 
comer. 
Anusha 
won the 
first prize in 
the running 
race, The principal was surprised, 
“How did Anusha come first in the 
running race?” she asked, 

Anusha said, “I decided to 
come first, teacher.” The Principal 
was pleased with Anusha’s new- 
found determination to succeed, 
She congratulated Anusha and 
asked her to keep it up. Anusha 
had learnt a valuable lesson that 
day. 

K. Sunethra, 

St. Mary’s Convent HS, Mumbai 
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mink coat has for ages been the rocky coasts. These sea- 
considered a status symbol. minks enjoy playing in the waters 
Mink is a kind of fur obtained from for a longer time. 
mink. Today, mink has been de- —_The land minks live alone along 


clared an endan- 
gered species and is 
now found only on 
the farms. The last 
of the sea - minks 
were spotted in 
1960s. Minks 


are of two vari- 
eties - land and sea minks. Sea the river banks. Two or three 
minks are now extinct minks share a territory. Each mink 
Land minks are being reared _ lives in a separate burrow. Minks 
‘on farms for their fur. Land minks also build their den beneath piles 
inhabit the river banks since their of tree roots, water rushes or 
staple food is fish among rocks far from prying eyes 
Minks are found in Europe, _Minks are slim, graceful ani- 
North America and northern Asia. mals with a long body and short 
Mink is a cold climate inhabitant. legs. They have small ears and 
They are carnivores and live in Sport long, bushy tails. Their fur 
burrows in wooded areas, close is silky and dark brown. 
to water. Some minks also prefer. During mating season, the 
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male mink will wander long dis- 
tances in search of females. 


f the male mink finds a con- 

testant to its chosen mate, he 
will fight it out with the rival. Some 
times, minks are known to die 
during the fight. 

After mating, the male mink 
leaves the female. The female has 
a litter of three or four kits, The 
babies arrive during April or May. 
The female mink gives birth to her 
kits in her burrow. She brings up 
her babies alone. Newborn kits 
are blind and have no fur, The fur 
begins to grow only after two or 
three weeks. The kits feed on their 
mother's milk until about four to 
six weeks. After that they begin 
to eat bits of meat that their 
mother has caught. By the time 
the kits are four months old, they 
learn to feed on meat, 

The mink sheds its fur like the 
snake sheds its skin. Since they 
live in the cold parts of the world 
they have a thick fur that protects. 
them from the cold. Mink sheds: 
fur twice a year. This process is 





called moulting. Mink moults once 
in April. They shed their winter fur, 
which is dark, Mink moults in Sep- 
tember too. But by Novermber 
they have a beautiful coat of thick 
fur which keeps them warm 
through the winter. 

The American mink has thicker 
fur than the European mink. Ever 
since minks began to be hunted 
they have been depleating. 

On the farms the minks are 
placed in wooden burrows where 
the minks give birth to their kits 
and. are fed on the meat hunted 
by man. A few minks have es- 
caped from these farms and have 
inhabited the wild. 


he European mink is consid- 

ered more special than the 
American mink. Itis believed that 
minks migrated trom Europe to 
America. Since American minks 
also exhibit the same habits, they 
are being sought alter. 

On the farms the minks are 
placed two to a cage. The 
minks breed in their nests in the 
cages. The loss of natural habi- 
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tat tells on the animals. 

More than half a million animals 
are reared on these fur farms. Fur 
farms are very famous in Scandi- 
navia 

To make a full-length fur coat, 
it takes about 60 mink pelts 
(skins). Minks are nocturnal hunt- 
ers. They have an excellent sense 
of smell. They can track down 
rabbits to their burrows with much 
ease. Since they home in around 
rivers, they also feed on ducks, 
frogs and water rats. 

Minks usually hunt their prey by 
sinking their teeth into the prey's 
neck. When they are hunting ani- 
mals larger than them, they will 
bite the animal's throat. Minks 
usually hunt down more food than 
they can eat. The left overs are 
stored in their burrows for the win- 
ter when food is scarce. 

Since minks have become 
rare, many coat makers have 
used fox fur. So, to make these 
fur coats, roughly 250,000 ani- 
mals - both fox and mink are killed 
each year on British fur farms 
alone! 


FOUR PEOPLE ,ONE JOB 
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abu was a generous but poor 

man. He always invited someone 

to share his meal with him. Once, 
a passerby halted before Babu's house 
and enquired after him. Babu ran to the 
gate and invited him in. His wife called 
him aside and warned him not to invite 
the guest for lunch. But Babu said, “Don't 












worry, try cooking something 
simple.” 

By then, a few more of 
Babu's friends had also arrived 
Babu greeted his quests and 
said, ‘Welcome my friends, wel- 
20 


come. Please come in 

May we visit the temple frst?" asked 
one ofthe quests. 

Certainly,” said Babu, “by then food 
will be ready.” And he went out with his 
friend leaving the other quests at heme, 

"have to get those men to leave be- 
fore he returns,” thought Babu's wife 
Geetha 

Sometime later she invited the guests 
to the pooja room. When the guests en- 
tered the room, they saw a mortar and 
pestle decorated with a garland of flow- 
ers. They asked 
her what it was. 
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myhusband's deity” 

“He worships @ mortar and 
peste?" askedone, 

“He does! And | shouldn't tel 
youttis, btwhenhecomeshame, 
hellpickupthat peste and knock 
allot youontheheadwitht That's 
the only way o please the deity” 
replied Geetha 

“Let us get out of here broth- 
fs, Itis a mad house” said one 
running, 


sheguessrancutBabu 
entered. “What is the 
matte?” he asked his 
wile, "Why are they going away? 
And thattooin sucha uy?” 

Geetha replied, “hey asked 
mefortispesteandididnot gve 
ittotten” 

“What? Yourefused togiveour 
(questsanorcinary peste? Shame 
onyou! 

“truvafterthemand giveitto 
them" So saying, Babu ran after 
them shouting, "Come back, 
friends, comeback” 

"He is coming wih the peste 
ater us. Fun, brothers, run” The 
menranastastas they coudand 
‘when they reached the town they 
toldeveryoneaboutwhathadhap- 
pened. After that, much to 
Geetha's elie, no one accepted 
the poor mans invitation to lunch 
anymore 





T. GAYATHRI, age 15, 
Belvoir College Int. 
Colombo. 
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O independence Day. 

‘You come and go away, 

After 50 years of independence, 
| think there is sill dependence! 


Progress we made, a little in these years, 
‘When compared to Japan, in these very years. 
Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki were razed 
to ground, 
But its economy 
today is strong and 
sound! 


Our industries 
have little pro- 

gressed, 

With so many 
grievances not re- 

dressed. 

There is still a lot 

we must do, 

If India must sail 

away from doom! 


Terrorism in 
Kashmir, 

Riots in Punjab. \ 

Trains derail and burn everyday, 

Destroying the country’s peace in every way. 





Let us pledge our services, 
To fight terrorism and laziness. 
Let us build with people a fortress, 
‘And make way for progress. 


Ankit Sharma, age 11, 
VIA DAV Boys’ $55, Chennai. 
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of the match in 
the 1983 world 
cup final? 

4) Who has 
the honour of 
taking highest 
runs in a de- 
but? 

5) Which 
former Indian 
captain was also Mayor of Bombay? 

6) India won the world cup in 








1) What was 1983 upsetting which team? 
Tendulkar's score in & 7) Who won the world cup in 
his debut match? 19787 
2) Who was the 13th captain of agets Ste 
tthe Indian cricket team. Jaigopal Garodia Hindu 
3) Who was awarded the ‘Man Vidyalaya, Chennai 





aE THE INSTRUMENTS 


1. Itmeasures the pressure of atmos- 
phere. 
2. It measures angles in surveying. 
3. It makes sounds of internal organs au- 
dible. 
4. It marks time in music. 
5. It makes distant object visible. 
6. It transmits messages by means of arms. 
7. It tells if a plane is horizontal. 
U. Jayashree, age 16, Bangalore 










‘Mother: Do not open your mouth in the exam hall 
‘Son: Ok, Mummy. 
Alter the exam: 
Mother: How cid you do your exam? 
‘Son: | could not write as the teacher forgot to give the 
‘question paper. 
‘Mother: Why didn't you ask the teacher? 
‘Son: You forbade me to talk with anybody. 
‘Suman Nandi, age 13, Kalaikunda, W.Bengal 
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FIND THEINVENTORS ("3 - 






































w ith the help of the given clues (Y 
1 find the inventors or discoverers 
(as the case may be) in the grid 
below: 
RFU STV OETSETRPAC] Clues 
SOLDRNADKTABTE A] 7 Oxygen 
AYNGQ@SBWEPFQCNO|Q Fatherof 
LbDIZEDVHLXRJFOM genetics 
EQNHRUTYBDMMNAK| 9 Radium 
LEFIRPCZOYEZCLN| gy qTelevision 
ROATIGODNLIMUA QS Revolver 
UBFASWLMXC1KMRG | & Bicycle 
cxXAGWCTBVLURS PY | 7 Dynamo 
JUHIVBALLDED ET ALS Dynamite 
JANSENKACTDTFGD/4Q Fountain pen 
AKLMKHN1TAYCQBPA| 7Q, Microscope 
HVJ OP RNWXEX J YAR] NaveenShankar, 
UILGTMESWFDZBOCA Vil Std, 
LADNEMVWUNRZST ean e 
LOST [uc » oo ep we 
THINGS oR 8 TON SO 
| have mis- oo M 1 oP E—& O 
Il placed some dp kK K F ER K 
ne ari 8s BF NA S 
twin ies |p ow or te sm 
find them? x R Y N S E Z 
aimara: ty x 0 BoM A 8 
stMoysenges,(C P © N co! t [TOTO 
ane PAGE 72 
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ahavira 
| was mei- 
\(\ tating 
JU under a 
tree. A cowherd 
who had been 
grazing his cows 
close by suddenly 
noticed that one of his cows 
was missing. He noticed 
Mahavira sitting under a tree. 
The cowherd approached 
Mahavira and was amused 
that a man should sit in his 
loin cloth under a tree on 
such a cold day. He then 
remembered that he had 
come to the man only to ask 
him about his lost cow. He 
asked Mahavira if he had 
seen a cow pass by. 
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Mahavira was in 
deep meditation. 
He did not reply 
to the cowherd’s 
query. The cow- 
herd repeatedly 
asked 
Mahavira 
about his lost 
cow, But 
there was no 
answer from 
the saint 

An- 
gered, the 
cowherd 
picked up 
a stick 
and drove 
it into the 
saint's ear. 

The 
saint 
began 
bleeding 
through 
his ear. He opened his eyes 
and calmly looked at the man. 
Mahavira asked him what he 
wanted, 

The man was ashamed and 
begged pardon. But. 
Mahavira merely smiled and 
said he had already been 
pardoned. 

U. JAYASHREE, age 16, 
St. Anne's Girls College, 
Bangalore. 
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Mlustration 
P, MAHESH 
Retold by - 
D. Srilatha, SPM, 
Kalasala, 
Hyderabad. 










borrowed 100 dinars 


Oh, shut up! 1 











money on the last day of the month. 






Nasuruddin had promised to repay the|~ 




















[— Hodja took his wife’s 
___advice.. 

















‘Ah, well! Now 
he’s walking up 
and down his 
verandah! 
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he summer hols had just be- 

gun. | woke up to watch my 

father getting ready to leave 

for work. In his khaki uniform, 
| thought my father was the smart- 
est police officer. 

As a parting shot, my father said, 
“Anjali, perhaps you must have an 
adventure this summer too.” | 
grinned sheepishly and immersed 
my head into the newspaper. The 
hot colfee trickled down my throat 
as | browsed the newspaper. 

‘Last night the scientist 
down the next street com- 
mitted suicide,” our house- 
keeper said as she 










dusted the furniture in the 


room. 

| looked up. “They say some 
gang threatened him.” She was up- 
to-date with all the gossip. 

“What for?” | asked. 

‘Subha would not divulge more in- 
formation. So, | continued to read 
the newspaper. 

On page 7 was a news item. 

Noted scientist dead, 

Jagadish Ghosh commits sui- 
cide, 

The story read - Dr. Jagadish 
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Ghosh was forced into committing 
suicide after frequent calls threaten- 
ing him with aire consequences. 

Dr. Ghosh's discoveries may 
have revolutionised our nation’s sci- 
ence programmes. Dr. Ghosh is 
believed to have locked himself in 
the cellar late last night. Post- 
mortem reports have put his death 
at around 3 am this moming. 

had an adventure on hand. | 
ran into the kitchen gobbled up 
some ilies and packed a couple 
of sandwiches. | told Subha | 
wouldn't be home for lunch. 

When | arrived at the scientist's 
ramshackle house, it was 
swarming with men and 
women. There were press 
persons, photographers, 
a few 
police- 
men 

and 

many 

curious 
neighbours. 


uddenly a hand fell on my 
‘shoulder. It was Karim chacha, 
my father’s colleague. “Kumar 
sahib is over there,” he said 
and lead me to my father. My father 
was furious. “Visitors are not allowed 
here, Anju 

‘Yes, yes papa. | was passing 
by this street. | saw your jeep, so! 
came in.” 

‘Ok, now go home.” He left me 
alone taking Karim chacha along 
with ir, 

As | stepped out of the gate 1 
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heard two men talking agitatedly. 
One of them said, "t's better tomain- 
tain silence.” 

The other said, "No Raghoo, if we 
don't speak up, the police may get 
suspicious.” 

| tried to edge closer to the men 
but they moved away when they saw 
me, With the whole day ahead of 
me, | decided to visit my friend Nita 
Nita was busy so I leafed through 
some magazines. There was an ar- 
ticle on Dr. Jagadish Ghosh's dis- 
covery. 

Nita came in as | finished read- 
ing it, Both of us wanted to be a part 
of the adventure. We reached Dr. 
Ghosh’s house. It was relatively si- 
lent now. A few passersby stil lin- 
gered. We gazed up at the building 
when we noticed a couple of boys 
eyeing us curiously. Nita asked one 
of the boys, “Have you seen Dr. 
Ghosh?” 
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One boy giggled, The other boy 
said, "We saw him talking fo a big 
man last night, The man hit him on 
the head. Or. Ghosh fell down. They 
picked him up and hung him by a 
rope from that tree.” 

“will you come with me to the 
police station and repeat what you 
just said?" | asked, thrilied with the 
thought of solving a mystery. 

Fear spread over the boys’ faces, 
“We love to spread rumours, but not 
at the police station!" they said and 
bolted off! 

That night my father said that they 
had definite proof of the suicide of 
the scientist 

My adventure was over before it 
had begun! 


Bhargavi Vasudevan, 

Mumbai. 

Dear Bhargavi Pl. send in your 
age details. 
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he sun went down the ho- 


rizon and the sky turned 
yellow. There was still a 
large crowd walking pa- 
tiently in the queue to have a 
darshan of the lord 
There were fathers carrying 
their children on their shoul- 
ders, mothers trying to 
soothe irritated babies and 
others just rushing in. Ranji 

















served food. On his way to 
his usual resting place un- 
der the huge tree by the 
wayside kiosk, he mete 
Nathu, the son of one of the 
cooks. 

Hil" Nathu reciprocated with 
a nod. 

‘What are you doing?” Ranji 
asked him when he noticed a 
knife in Nathu's hand. 

“Cutting vegetables,” Nathu 
replied. "Helping my father. He 
said, | ought to earn.my living 
Besides, he has injured his hand. 
So, | thought I'd help him. 

Ranji nodded. Nathu had 
atleast a father who cared for 
him, Ranji was an orphan 

“1 too should earn my living. 
How long can | depend on tem 
28 





sat on the stone step gazing i 
at the milling crowd. The ] 
stone step was still hot 

A little later he rose and 
made for the hall where free 
food was served. He squatted 
on the floor and gobbled up the 


A LITTLE 
KINDNESS 


ple food?" Ranji suddenly got 
up and walked into the kitchen 
Hey, hey you, get out. Get 
out!"" From the corner of his eye 
Ranji saw a man rushing at him 
‘You thief. Get out. Trying to 
steal food, are you? 
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he man tried to shove the 
boy out. 

“Wait, | want to work 
here." 

The man stared at him. But 
Ranji met his stare fearlessly. 
Suddenly the man smiled. Ranji 
too smiled. 

"You want work? Come in 
then.” The man handed a knife 
to Ranji and pointed to some to- 

matoes. “Chop 
them finely." 





After he had finished the 
chores, Ranji received a two-ru- 
pee note. He decided he'd save 
it. 

Ranji’s life fell into a pattern 
He spent most of the day in the 
temple kitchen peeling pota- 
toes, cutting vegetables and 
doing odd jobs for the kitchen 
staff. One day Nathu told him, 
"You know | got an offer to work 
in the big bunglow down the 
temple street." 

“What did you say?" Ranji 
asked eagerly. 

“| said no, Me a servant? The 
idea did not sound nice.” Nathu 


laughed. 

Late that evening, Ranji de- 
cided to try his luck at the big 
bunglow. 


anji was offered the job 
immediately. An old 
woman lived by herself 
in the bunglow. She 
wanted someone to do all the 
household chores for her. In re- 
turn she offered food and shel- 
ter. Soon, things changed. One 
day the old woman asked him 
“Have you been to school?" 
The boy replied, "No." 
“Then | shall send you to 
school.” And Ranji found him 
self in a school, The boys in his 
class were younger than him. 
Ranji finished his school and 
was now a young man of 26. He 
had become a doctor! He now 
lived in a small house on 
Tirupati lane. When the temple 


bells chimed to announce the 
evening pooja, he would wait 
eagerly for his childhood friend, 
30 


Nathu. Nathu was 25 and was 
the assistant cook at the tem- 
ple. Nathu was a contented 
man. Ranji and he spent much 
of the evening reliving their 
childhood days, Dr. Ranji said, 
‘Strange are the ways of life. 

Yes," replied Nathu, “a little 
kindness did it all. 

‘Who would believe that we 
were boys who lived on temple 
food. Thanks to the Almighty 
who has made our life worth- 
while,” said Ranji 





NATESHAN BHUMIKA, 
AGE 13, PONDA, GOA. 


Dear Nateshan, PI, send in the 
name of yo 


















nthese fifty years India 
has achieved much and 
lost a lot too. We are still 
where we were - politically 
and socially - a colony - 
then under the British, now 
under corrupt politicians. 

India has progressed well in sci- 
‘ence, communication, transportation, 
trade and industry. There are still 
“miles to go before India 
can rest and miles to go 
before India can relax. 

India has achieved a lot 
interms of world peace but 
has lost much in terms of 
Internal harmony, stability 
and unity, 

India is a land of variety 

in literature, in cultural eth- 
ies, language, mythology, 
cuisine and people them- 
selves. 

Indian science and cul 
ture have grown side by side. This 
sounds irrational yet, is true, Our phi- 
losophers and thinkers thought that 
the universe was born out of vibrations 
caused by the chanting of the 
pranava. 


odern science recog- 
rises the birth ofthe uni 
verse as the big bang 
theory. Science believes 
that man and energy is the basis of 
all activity, Our ancient philosophers. 
said shakti (energy) and shivam (mat 
ter) must co-exist else life is not pos- 
sible. The concept of ardhanari in in- 
dia is the need for harmonious exist- 
ence of man and woman for a happy 
family. A happy family means a happy 
society and a happy world at large. 
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REFLECTION 
ONINDIA 


Dalton’s atomic 
theory says matter is 
made of atoms and 
these atoms can be bro- 
ken up. Indian science 
has the name ‘anu’ for 
‘atom and ‘paramanu' for 
the supreme atom. 

India is a land of various lan- 
‘guages. Take tamilfor instance. There 
is the old sanga tamil, But today we 
have - Madras tamil, Tanjore tamil, 
colloquial tamil, prosetic tamil... All this, 
besides other major recognised lan 
‘guages. It is like a pagent, alright. 

Now look back at the first line of 
this article. Where do you think we 
are? 

What do you want? India of the 
present, the grand old past. the inter- 
mediate India of the British raj or the 
India of tomorrow? 

‘Hey! What do you know! | did end 
up wniting a patriotic article after all! 





G. Chandra Choodan, Std. XI, 
PSBB, K.K. Nagar, Chennai. 
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OUR PLANGT HAS. 

SOME Too CLosE 
To A'BLAcK- 
HOLE’ IN 








ALL PERISH 


Tose THER. I 
DON’T WANT To\ 
LEAVE ‘You, 
FATHER. 
os 





















also called 
“‘nepenthes'. This 
plant has leaves 
structured like a 
pitcher with a lid, 
too. 

This attrac- 
tively coloured 
plant emits a 

ky liquid. The 
opening of the 
pitcher has fibres 
which allows the insects 
to get inside but does not al- 
low insects to come out. The 





INSECTIVOROUS: 


here are 
a few 
plants 


that do not feed 
on chlorophyll but eat insects. 

These plants are called insec- 
tivorous plants. These plants are 
not capable of producing pro- 
teins. So, they obtain them by eat- 
ing insects and worms. 

If you think these plants have 
teeth like humans then you are 
wrong. 

These plants have their own 
way of capturing the insects. They 
have bags, or spoon-like struc- 
tures or balls. 

The most well-known plant in 
this category is the ‘pitcher plant” 
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LANTS 


pitcher serves 3 
as a death 
trap for the in- 
sects. 

Once an in- 
sect enters the pitcher, the plant 
produces certain enzymes that 
aid in digesting the insect. 
“Cobra plant’ found in 
‘America also feeds on in- 
sects, using the pitcher- 
shaped mouth. 

Drosera or sundew plants ! : 
have spoorlke leaves with thé 
upper surface covered by numer- 
ous glandular hairs. The glands 
secrete a sticky fluid that glistens 
in sunlight like dew drops, The in- 
sect is attracted to the plant by 
the fluid. The hairs bend down 
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and entangle the insect. The 
plant then secretes a lic~ 
uid which digests the in- 
sect. The digested flesh 

is absorbed through the 
leaves and the hair 

Venus fly trap is another plant 
that attracts insects to it with its 
bright red colour. 

Utricularia or bladderwort is an 
aquatic plant that has submerged 
foots 

The roots have bulbous blad 


ders which suck 
proteins from 
the bodies of 
insects. 
These in- 
sectivorous 
plants can pro- 
duce their own 
food and they de- 
pend on insects only for 
proteins. 


V. SWAPNA, age 15, 
Marimallappa’s Jr. 
College, Mysore. 
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PART 1v 


should stay cool,” Suji 

said to herself, “After we 

find out the kidnappers 

hiding place, we'll return 
to the camp and inform the 
teachers, and if we return... If. 
she felt her spirits sag, “I should 
think positively. 

The men had stopped in front 
of an ald cottage. Sowmya, Gitu 
and Gouri hid behind a big clump 
of bushes, Suji watched them all 
from behind a banyan tree. 

The boy seemed vaguely 
familiar. 

The men 
pushed the 
boy into the 










cottage and walked back 
along a different route. 

“This is our chance," 
whispered Gouri, “we must 
free him,” 

They ran towards the door, 
Gitu was about to open the 
door, when suddenly a rough 
hand covered her mouth, A 
man snarled, Snooping 
around? Eh?” 
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Gitu felt her heart tum cold with 
fear, She could hear the others 
struggling too 

Just then, someone came round 
the cottage, Sowmya glanced at 


the man and shuddered, He had a 
big, ugly scar across one eyebrow. 

“Who was it, Peter?” he 
bellowed 





ist a couple of kids, Danie 

answered Peter, loosening his grip 
on the children. 

“Thought we had leit, 1 s 

’ Daniel smiled mockingly. 

et” 





pose, 
“But, how did you kids get hi 


A idea occurred Sowmya. She 
tried to pretend innocence. 
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“We are camping nearby... er..We 
lost our way, can you help us out, 
uncle?” she stammered. 

Gouri continued, ‘Um... we 
came here for help. Can you 
please show us the way?” she 
asked boldly, Gitu was too shock- 
ed to scream. 

“Help?’’ asked Daniel, “Ho, 
Ho! Ho! Clever kids, But didn’t 
you know it is bad manners to 
barge in, without knocking? Ho! 
Hol” 

He pulled Peter 
aside and conversed 
with him.in a fow 
voice, The girls had no 
way of escape. 

Suji’ watched ferri- 
fied. “Oh, no! Itis all 
because of me,’ she 
cursed, herself. “Wf | 
hadn't wandered off 
we wouldn't be in such 
a fix. Oh, why did all 
this have to happen?” 

She saw the men 
push her sister and friends into the 
Cottage, shut the door and lock it 
too. 

Inside the cabin the three girls 
were having a very tough time 
indeed. 

“of, it hurts,"" cried Gitu. 
“How | wish Suji knew we were 
here. Ouch! Get off me Sowmya.” 

“Don’t worry, Suji must have 
definitely reached the camp by 
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now,” comforted Gouri. “She'll 
bring help soon.” 


uddenly a sob sounded 
somewhere. The girls turned 

and found the small boy huddled 
in.acomer. Large crates and boxes 
stood here and there. 

"Come here,” called Sowmya in 
a gentle voice, “Come to Didi.” 

The small boy picked his way 
through the crates. 


Jags 


Fil 


“Didi, did those men capture 
you alsot” The boy asked in a frigh= 
tened voice. Gitu nodded. “What 
is your name?” 

“Samir,” he replied. 
Mehta,” 

“Samir Mehta?” Gitu repeated 
nonplussed. “You are the famous 
scientist, Devan Mehta's son!” 

“Gosh!” Gouri muttered asto- 
nished, “How do you know?"" 


“Samir 
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“You all know that my father 
attended a conference in Germany, 
last year, Well, Papa met Mr. 
Mehta there, They are old school- 
mates, | remember seeing their 
school photos. And Samir resem- 
bles his father so much, I just guess- 
ed it.” 

Sowmya and Gouri listened 
intently. They knew that the twins’ 
father, Mr, Murthy had moved to 
Avadi because he wanted to work 
ina quiet and peaceful place, away 
from the noise of the city. Gitu’s 
father was a nuclear physicist, The 
three families were very close 
friends, The four of them had grown 
‘up together and were inseparable. 

“How did this happen?” 


inquired Gouri 

“1 was playing with my new 
ayah, when these men came. My 
ayah pushed me into the jeep” 
sobbed Samir, ‘I want my 
mummy! Sniff. sniff.” 

The boy was now crying. “No, 
no, you mustn't cry, We'll take you 
to mama,”" said Sowmya patting 
the child, 

The girls were feeling sorry for 
Samir, They tried to keep the boy 
happy. The told themselves that 
someone was bound to find them. 
What a situation they were in! 





To be continued. 
P, Kavitha, age 13, 
PSBBSSS, Chennai 





RECIPE FOR A PERFECT LIFE 














Take a slass of education, 

‘Add sugars of merit, 

Boll with pleasantness, 

Mir with flour of success, 

Add up nuts of fine friends, 

Sieve up adversity, 

‘Add cream of happiness, 

Top with fruits of love, 

Bake in oven of peace, 

Cool in refigerator of work, 

And enjoy the cake of perfect 
lel 

S. Aiyasamy, age 14, 

School, Kodai 
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V.S. Banupriya, Nw 
age 13, 


Vanaveni MHS, Chennel M, Vaishnavi Sriraman, 


age 12, Vishakapatnam 





























GOKULAN invites industry and 
business to sponsor these pages as a 
service to the future leaders of India. 
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Bhuvana Selvaraj, 


vB, 
Adarsh Vidhyalaya, 
Mumbai 














Rinu Singh, Class V, 
G, Manjunatha Suresh,| | Desh Bandhu Buniyadi Vidhyalaya (HM) 
VIKV DRDO Fatehpur 

township, 

_| Bangalore 
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See your busmess gro! Build up 
your image a@ you salute the future 
generations through GOKULAM. 
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alini was 13. She was 

in ninth standard. She 

sat in the second row so 
that she could concentrate on what 
the teacher was saying. Yet, most of 
the time Malini found herself in a 
world of her own. And her teachers 











often pointed this out to her, Many 
times they even scolded her telling 
her that she should correct herself 
Every lime, Malini promised but 


never kept up her promise. 





‘Ceaser's reforms” said the 
teacher, As usual she questioned the 
class. Malini was dreaming, 

‘Malini,” the teacher called out. 
‘Yes, Ma'm'” Malini stood up. 
‘Answer my question,’ she said 
Malini stood blank and then 
muitered, "Sorry, Ma’m 

That is not what I said, 
teacher. 

Malini blinked. "Sony, Ma’m. 
But will you repeat the question! 


said the 





The class was giggling, 


‘Silence’ the teacher said, 
Malini, tell me what is written on 

the black-board? 

‘Sorry, Mam. 
now into peals of laughter, The 
teacher too joined in, 

mean, Ceaser's reforms, 
Malini sounded contrite, 


The class was 





he teacher warned her not to 
dream during class. But in 
another five minutes, Malini was 
again into her dream world. 
When Malini reached home, she 
found her two-year old sister 
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bawling. Her mother picked up the 
baby and handed her over to Malini. 

‘Here, take care of her while 1 
prepare some tiffin for you. 

‘The child stopped bawling when 
Malini took her in her arms. 

A little later Malini’s mother 
asked her to take care of her sister 
once agi 

"Anus grandmother is unwell. 
Vve to visit her. Lock the door and 
look after your sister. I'll be back in 
ten minutes time, Ihave placed milk 
on the stove. Switch off the stove 
when the milk boils over. 

“Yes mother," said Malini. 








Anu’s grandmother lived next door. 

Malini walked into the kitchen. 
But the milk showed no sign of 
boiling over. 


he noticed that her sister was 

Jengrossed in a cartoon film. So, 
‘Malini sat on the sofa and her 
concentration was now on the 
cartoon show. Soon, the cartoon 
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show lost its charm and Malini was 
now again ints her dream world. 

Malini,” her mother’s words 
recalled her from her dreams. 

“Didn't | tell you to lock the doort 
And what is that foul smell | cay 
her mother walked into the kitchen. 
The milk had boiled over from the 
vessel on to the cooking platform and 
the vessel had turned black. 

‘Malini got a hard smack for her 
carelessness. 

Her mother was livid. "I met 
your history teacher. She told me 
how inattentive you are in class. 
‘Where is the need to dream when 
you have so much work on hand? 

That evening Malini had to listen 
to an hour's lecturing from her father 
to0. 

‘Now, Malini has decided she 
would not dream again if only to 
escape the lengthy lectures that her 
parents and teachers deliver. 


G. Kanchana, Chennai 











Dear Kanchana, 
Please send in your age and 
school details. Fd. 
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APPUS& KUKU ww 
S| 


You ARE ABLE 
To FLY SO 

EFFORTLESSLY 
WHILE S CAN'T. 


(OI Not 
AGAIN! 











YOK you, DUMBO! 
WRIT HERE AND 
FIND A WRY TOFLY. 


OK.) CAN'T FLY-BUT 
J CRN Fool HIM BLRIGHT! 























UL 


COLOUR TS FUNNY SCENE 

























‘hen you read a mystery novel and 
learn that death occurred through 
poisoning, most often you will skip 


the name of the medicine. 
But here are some medi- 
cines, their use and abuse, 


L 1903, Fischer, 
and Moring pre- 
pared veronal or 
diethyl barbiturie / 
acid, which is a 
sleep inducer, 

Then in 


MEDICINES, °! ‘s. 


* Plasmochin like quinine 


SO COMMON YET sass. 
cine Atebrin for 
malaria. In 1932, 
Gerhard Domayk 
invented “Sulphona- 
mides” as cure for 
bacterial infections. 
The first antibiotic 
was “Penicillin”, which 
was obtained by Sir 
Alexander Flemming 
in 1928 from a fun- 
gus, named “Pen 
cillium notatum.” 
This medicine 
proved very useful in 
treating various 


1912, Heinrich Hoerlien invented Luminol or 
ethyl phenyl barbituric acid, which is now 
used to manufacture sleeping pills. 

Since time immemorial, arsenic acid has 
been used for the treatment of syphilis. In 
1905, Atoxyl was prepared, which proved 
quite effective in curbing this dangerous 
disease, Then Paul Ehlrich and his associate, 
Alfred Bertheim invented an effective 
medicine named salvarson to cure syphilis. 

To cure malaria, Schulemann invented 
Plasmochin in 1924, Later on, Fritz Mietsch 
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wounds and conta- 
gious dist 

With the inven- 
tion of penicillin, a 
new method of 
treating diseases 
through antibi 
tics had opened 
up. In 1943, 
Selman Abra- 
ham Wakesman 
invented “Strepto- 
mycin”, which is 
now used to 





8. 











cure TB, L “Wong or axcestive 
se of tugs cout 

In the early cae fo death 

"50s, Auromycin and 

Actinomycin were Some other inventions 





obtained by Benjamin 
Dugger and H. Bock- 
man respectively. 

* Barbi 





in medicines: 





1. Morphine - by Fredrick Surteaner of 
Germany, 1805, 





rie acid is given 


8 a sloop inducer. tis a 2. Aspirin - by Dresser of Germany, 1883. 
franquilizer 


3. LSD - by Hoffman of Switzerland, 1938. 


4, Chloromycetin - by Brikholder of USA, 
1947. 





5, Terramyein - by Finley and 
others of USA, 1950. 


These medicines cure various 
diseases. They are known com- 
monly as Sulpha drugs, anitibio- 
ties, pain killers, tranquilizers, 
and anti-allergic drugs, Excess 
or wrong dosage of these drugs 
can kill. 

‘\ _N,Somnath, age 14, 


Baroda 
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In the late 1920s, a man was looking for a| 









li SEARCH 
(og A JOB} 


Anecdote sent by: 
Mubashira, 
age 13, Chennai 


tiustation: Mahesh 











He finally landed ata cir- || Here too he was told there was no job for 
cus tent. him. But... 








i EE to i 
He got the job and was paid well. yy 
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‘The man lay inthe page, He had another lion for company. 
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you are the only 
unemployed 

fellow in the 
USA. 








another paper. 
Hold to the end of 
the thread, Move 
the thread over the 
paper for a few sec- 
onds and pull it out. 
You will have a de- 





THREADING 
ACARD 


You need 

One thread of any size 
(say 12 cm); a chart pa- 
per; bright water colours 

Method: 

Fold the chart paper to 
form a perfect half. Place 
it on the table. Dip a 
thread in water colour. Place 
the thread on the chart paper. 
Quickly cover the thread with 
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sign of your choice. 
E. Sudha Madhuri, 

age 13, SBOA School, 

Chennai 
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* The highest waterfall is 
Salto Angel Falls in 
Venezuela on a branch 
of river Corro fall- 
ing from a height 
of 979 m. 







* The largest kitchen is 
in Ahamednagar which 
daily provides 1.2 million 
subsistence meals. 
























* The long- 
est wall is the 
great wall of 
China which is 
8460 m long. 








* Surendra 


Acharya of 
Jaipur wrote 
1314 characters 
ona single grain 
on 28 
1991. 






Compiled by 


B, Subha, age 15, Bangalore| Of rice 
Dear Sibi, please sendus| Februar} 
your schoo!’ 
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TO CATCH A THIEF 


Story : T. GAYATHRI, Bellary. Illustration = SASI Ow Goya, Pee wed yur op ond he noe 











[NCEA PROMINENT BUSINESSMAN REACHED 
IKRISHIVADEVARAYA’S. COURT 
























TOUR MAJESTY 
Ax RUINED. THE 
THIEVES HAVE LOOTED 
ME-| HAVE NOT EVEN 






ZS _# 


[THE KING ORDERED AN ENGUERY] 









































THE KING WAS NOW WORRIED. HE CAULED| 
TENALIRAMAN, 
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FTENAURAMAN MET THE RICHEST JEWELER 
IN TOWN. AN EXHIBITION OF JEWELS WAS 
[HELD IN THE TOWN, 














[THAT NIGHT THE THIEVES LOOTED THE 











LEWELLER'S HOUSE 


THAVE BEER 
{OOTED! 





TAT NIGHT. THE JEWES WERE KEPT IN AN] 
IRON SAFE UNDER LOCK AND KEY. 











THE KING AND TENAURAMAN CAME TO) 
{THE JEWEUER'S HOUSE 

















TAB All PERSONS 

‘WHO HAVE RED COLOUR 

‘ON THEIR ORESS OR ON 
THER HANDS, 




























TPES 















































Tron OOKUTAM 


the idea of a 
computer 
was given by 
Charles Bab- 
bage in the 
19th century. 
Lack of money 
had put the idea on the shelf until 
Professor Eckert and Mauchly deve- 
loped the first computer in 1946. 

In 1955, IBM was inaugurated by 
‘Thomas Watson and it became the 
leading computer company after the 
launch of IBM 650, Silicon chips 
were introduced in 1964, The chips 
increased the speed of processing by 
the computer. 

In 1988 came the laptop computer, 
the size of a notebook. 

These days you get a variety of 
computers- micro, mini, mainframe 
and supercomputers. Computers are 
necessary in schools, colleges, banks, 
railway stations, airports, space re- 
search centres, business centres, on 
ships, in sports and at science re- 
search centres. Computers are now 
available at police departments, 
construction companies, stock ex- 
change, factories, industries and 
even in our homes. 








Teas atmost become impossible to 
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COMPUTERS - THIS 










think of places where computers are 
not used. An advantage of owning, 
a computeris that it will do the same 
jab repeatedly without errors. While 
men will find doing the same job 
‘over and over again boring, 

The computer can only bea slave 
toman, Man is infinitely intelligent 
soa computer cannot be a replace- 
‘ment to mé 

Ashish Viswanathan, age 12, 
Bharatiya Vidhya Bhavan, 
Calcutta 








® People in America spend almost five 
billion dollars a year on computer games. 

Japan's NEC Corporation in Tokyo, 
unveiled the world’s Fastest super- 
computer from the SX-5 series on June 
4°98, 

In its maximum configuration, the new 
series can reach vector processing speeds 
‘of upto four teraflops (one million loating 
‘operations per second), four times than 





SKA, Caleutta, 
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UAKSHMI GOT INTO AN ARGUMENT. 


| ‘ONCE LORD SHANI AND GODDESS] 





SUDHA, age 14, N. Delhi, 
iMlustration : LALITHA. 
Dear Sudha, please send in your 












JTHE ARGUMENT WENT ON FOR A 
WHILE, THEY DECIDED TO MEET = 
INDRA. 1 7] SHANI AND! GODDESS LAKSHMI 
'WERE NOT PLEASED. THEY MET 
SHIVA. | 





THINK BOTH 
OF YOU ARE 











SHE ENTERS ANY 
ER, 


SHANIIS A BETTI 
GOD WHEN HE 
“LEAVES ANY 
HOUS! 


BOTH GODDESS LAKSHMI AND 
SHANI WERE IMMENSELY PLEASED. 
LWITH THE ANSWER. 
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AND ME 








T tike Walt Disney, 
He really fascinates me. 
Tlove Tom, Jerry and Mickey, 


Donald, Daisy and Droopy. 
remember the Beauty and 
the Beast 
Everytime I have a feast. 
Tlike Alladin and Peter Pan, 
And Pluto sleeping like an 
empty can, 
I like Uncle Scrooge, 
T like Red Riding Hood. 
GOKULAM August 8 


I like Pinnochio 
ofh 
is longer than a hose. 





Becaus 
Whic 
Tlike the little mermaid 
And Cindrella who was a maid. 
like the sleeping beauty, 
She is so very pretty. 
Tike Snow White 
More than flying a kite, 
like Walt Dis 
More than flowers and. 
festoons. 
M. Kritika, VI Std, 


SBOA School and 
Junior College, Chennai 
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nose, 








1ey’s cartoons 


















the deve- 
loping of 
photo- 
A Trapt 
2 Soon, the better method of deve- 
loping a photo print had caught on 

Louis then wenton to perfect the 
art of projecting images on sc 
One sleepless night during the 
christinas of 1894, Lonis found a 
way to unreel the film without 








inema is ention lead to clearer 
102 years images on screen, Louis believed. 
old, Cinema 
was born ina 




















that if he could project conti- 


remote coun- 
try house in France, 
Today, India is the 
world’s number one 
film producer, We 
produce roughly 900 
films in a year, far more 
than what France and 
the US put together 
produce, Auguste and 
Louis Lumiere were 
brothers, They were 
first introduced to ¢ nuous images on 
matography at theage of 14 he 
respectively. When their father might retain the public's interest 
purchased his camera, it cost h Thus emerged the first n 
6000 francs ($ 24,000 today) ra, Itweighed 5 ky. E 

On a vacation from school in version of camera weighed 
ned a cave into 





sereen for a large audi 





ne 








Brittany, the boys t 





a laboratory for developing photos. he perforated film 
Both the boys were good at physics dat 16 frames 
and chemistry. Their per second and the 
knowledge led them to 

make improvements in 







lens magnified the 
projected images. The same 
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camera could be used 
to shoot films too, Th 

first ever film that was 
shot was of workers 
arriving at the Lumiére 


factory. The first film 

was shown at Promotion 

of National Industry in 

Paris, But the movi 

hadn't arrived yet. “Cnama cameo india ux mont eine amr pie 

On Dec. 28, 1895, ne 

Antonie Lumiére, the Lumigre Only 

brothers’ father coaxed a well- $3 tic 

known magi-cian tocome to'Grand _ketswwere 

Cafe’ at 9 p.m, He said, “you will sold and 

see some: thing that will amaze people in 

you.” the room were thunder struck, But, 

‘The magician arrived to see a ina matter of days 2000 tickets sold 

large banner — “The Lumiére everyda 

brothers’ cinematograph. Tickets Daily 18 shows were screened but 
the public demanded more. Police 
was brought in to control the crowd. 
When the ‘Tr at la Ciotat 
Station" was screened, people 
jumped from their seats for fear of 
being crushed under the train. 

""Ascene tom tim “Ano 














into the basement to see 
a large sheet draped on 
twodoors ofasmall root 
Chairs were placed in 
rows. Lights went off 
ind the Place des Corde- 
liers in Lyon came on 
sereen, But before Miélés 
could shrug it off as a 
common enough picture, 
on the screen came 
horses and carriages 
and passersby. 
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Queen OF: Hearts 








A teoutiti tryale princess, 
In heaven resting in peace, 
Her kind heart remains, 
For rom the clutches of human hands 
She disappeared ino the clouds, 
0! My dear queen of hearts, 
Why did you leave usin tears? 
Feelings run so deep I connol express, 
People bid bite farewell 
Alwoys seeing your face, 
In eoch and everything 
So grateful ore we to you 
‘Your work with love brought peace, 
You are he kindest ond the loveliest of al, 
"Never wall anybody forget you. 
‘May your soul restin peace in the abode of od, 
‘Angels ringing bells of welcoming notes, 
Princess ofthe poor, true queen of hears, 
O! ight ofove, you're stil with us 
R. Divya, Std. X, Jawahar Vidhyalaya, Chennai 
‘on fire to exorcise the devil 
«d the projectionist, Sata 
By 1907, the Lumiére camera- 
had 2023 films — Tyrolean 
avanese wrestlers, pyra- 
mids of Egypt, rice harvesting in 
Japan etc 
By 1900, the Lumiére invention 
had helped to develop many 
cameras. Louis said, “We've sown 
s will harvest the 


y February 1896, Lumi 
brothers had made it to the 

headlines of newspapers in Eng- 
land. In 1897 June, in New York 
crowds lustily cheered the inventors. 

“Three cheers for Lumiére bro- 
thers," they roared 

Soon a dozen men were hastily 
trained and sent to Boston, Phil 
delphia and other parts of America. 

The public was sc the seeds, oth 
movies. Before the shows warnings crop. That's life! 
had to be put up: So 
“The horses and locomotives 
cannot leave the screen.” 


They 







ved of these 






Auguste’s interest turned 
to medicine and biology while Louis 
began developing colour plate 


In Russia, the audience declared 
Im on Black Virgin and Tzar 
Nicolas II as ‘witchcraft’. The 
theatre that showed this film was set 
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photography methods, A litle 
before his death, Lous exclaimed, 
“T've had such fun with my life's 
work. 
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abindranath Tagore was power. He wrote ‘Banga amar 
a great patriot, philo- _janani amar’ (My bengal, my 
sopher and an idealist, mother) ‘amar sonar Bengal’ (my 


besides being a litera- golden Bengal) during this time. 
teur. He inspired his countrymen The whole of Bengal rose to sing 
in their struggle for freedom these songs in one voice. The 
through his writings. British had to beat a hasty 


In his poem, ‘jana-gana-mana’ retreat. 
Bengal was re-united. 

Tagore 
continuously 
appealed for 
an 
independent 



























the poet glorified 
‘Bhaaratvarsha’ 
asa single enti- 
ty, embracing 
Sind in the west 
and Banga 
(Bengal) in the 
east. 

Curzon parti- 
tioned Bengal in 
1905. When the 
shocked country pro- 
tested, the arrogant 
Curzon declared, ‘the 
partition of Bengal is a 
settled fact" 

‘Tagore, though not a 
political leader, was up in 
arms against the evil 
designs of the imperial 
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wrote - 
‘There are shackles round our 
country and we must tear our 
selves free... The British empire 
today is disgraced by our detesta: 
tion. This hate will give us 
strength; we will win by virtue of 
this hate. 


he Jalianwala bagh 
massacre enraged him. 
He asked to be relieved of 


his title of knighthood as he 
‘wished to stand, shorn of all 
special distinction’, by the side of 
his countrymen 

Six years after his death, India 
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achieved freedom. But 
the poet's Bharatvarsha 
was divided. His 
Banga’ was broken 
into two. The poet's 
estate, where he spent 
the best part of his 
youth, fell in east 
Pakistan. If Rabin: 


dranath had lived, he 


would have been an 
en in his own home! 
His poem, ‘jana 
gana-mana’ became 
India’s national anthem 
His other song, ‘amar 
sonar Bangla’ became 
another nation’s song 
30 years after his death. 
The eastern half of the 
poet's Banga declared 
itself independent Bangladesh 
after a bitter war. 





Tagore was crowned with 


nobel prize in literature. Oxford 
university held a special 
convocation to confer on him a 
doctorate of literature. The 
British government knighted 
him. The greatest honour of all 
is two nations have adopted his 
songs as their national anthem 

Tagore passed away on 
August 7, 1941. No other 
literary figure has achieved such 
greatness as he. 





Sukendhu Dutta, Cal 
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MIDNIGHT MONSTER 





Teas a peacetu, have the habit of pulling my ear during my 
moonless night, My brother sleep. 
and |had been sent to bed —_‘ was in deep slumber when | was 
quite early. Iwas sleeping suddenly awakened by screams. It was my 
with my brother that night. | brother. My parents were also in the room 





by then. My mother asked him what had 
scared him. He said, "somebody was 
pulling my toe. | think itis a ghost.” My 
mother looked at both of us. My mother 
then remembered my habit of pulling my 
ears, She had quite a problem pacitying 
my brother that it was me, who had pulled 
his toe, My brother still believes that it was 
a ghost, Or worse, a monster that visits 
‘only at midnight! 








Aparna Sriram, age 12, 
Mahatma Gandhi Centenary 
Vidhyalaya, Trichy 


TRANSFER PANGS. 


My father is a bank executive so then 
transfers are apart of our Ife, In the past y - 
fve years | have studied in three schools 
Ihave come to terms with these transfer. 
Yeumy transfer from a school in Mumbai 
to Pune lee me very uptet. 

My best friends in the cass at Mumbai 
were Vedanti Kear and Tiyasa Khanna 
Vedanti and | lived closeby. We used to 
spend much ofour time togetherncuding 
the holidays 

When my family shifted from Mumbai 
to Pune, we had to part. Both of us cried 
2 lot and promised to keep in touch 
through letters have taken yp my studies 
in'a new school and have become busy. 


EXPERIENCE 
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of my cy 


matter what 


Dear Ramanath, 


‘Neither of us have 
kept in touch. The 
ears we shed seem 
so distant now. 

I seem to have 
got over my transfer 
pangs, after al 
M. Srividhya, 


age 9, Pune 





Dear Srividhyo, 
please send in your 
school’s name. 










Ed, 


E ACCIDENT 

T was hurrying down to school on my bicycle, 1 
noticed justin time that the school bag faster 
le was about to fall. In my effort to adjust the bag, 1 
did not notice a motorbike comiing in the opposite direction 
I collided with the bike and had a 
of advice from the motorbike driv 
wiser and do not perform acrobatics on the cycle, no 


K, Ramanath, 





Pleae send your house address and 
the name of your school. Ed. 








sd to the earrier 









\d fall. Talso got pict 
Thave now became 






my uncle 
visited us, 
On his 
departure he 
gave both 

my brother 
and me, Rs. 
100 each. 1 
love annoying 
my brother. | 





restless my brother brought 


teased him ‘out the Rs. 100 note and 
saying I! would told her how I had teased him. 
take his money ‘My mother gave me a piece of her 
away when he mind, And then both of us went back 
was alseep. to sleep, 

My brother S. Vigneshwara Kanthan, age 16, 
hid his note Royal College, Colombo 


maven’o” GUARDING A GIFT 
os 

Sie 
eee 
eae 
ees 














i ql was returning 
Li home from 
school after at- 


tending the spe- 
clalassembly The 
principal's inde- 
pendence day 
speech had left an impression on me, 
I had a few tottees in my hand, 

Onmy way home, | noticed a small 
boy in tatters sitting by the roadside, 
‘Some passersby were poking a stick 
into his stomach and laughing at hirn, 

| asked the driver to stop the car. | 
got out and walked up to the boy, The 
boymerelystaredatme when lotlered 
the totlees. 

| asked him to accompany me to 
the car. When the boy had come close 
to the car | grabbed his hand and 





pulled him into the car. | then asked 
the driverto drive home, My driver kept 
insisting that | was doing very foolish 


thing, 
W hen we entered home, | 
took the boy to the 
backyard and gave him the hose pipe. 
| gave him soap and shampoo. | told 
him to take a good bath. He looked 
dazed but did as | told him. I then ran 
tomy roomand pickedupa set 
of my clothes. 

The boy now wore my 
clothes and looked good too. 
Wehad lunch and playedtil din- 
ner, By then, my mother who 
had gone out had returned. | 
pleaded with her to let him stay with 
Us. She agreed but he had to sleep 
with the servants, | also gave him a 
name, Manu, | called him, Soon, we 
had become good friends, Manu's 
original name was verylong - winding. 
Hewasn't sureifitreally was his name. 

My uncle visited us. He was very 
shocked to see the boy. He then sug- 
gested tommy mother that Manu should 
be put in an orphanage. Eventually, 
Manu had to leave, He didnt tke it ei- 
ther. | promised to visit him as often as 
| could, He was carried into the van by 
women. | could do nothing but watch 
the men carry him away. 

| have now decided to become a 
social worker. lam also planning to visit 
Manu at the orphanage. 

Ashok Kumar, age 14, 
Central School, Trivandrum 
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heelawas fond of collect- english alphabets. She had rub- | 

ing erasers. Snehaderas-eFS that were shaped lke animals 

ers that were used to rub and birds. Sheela also had eras- 
off pencil markings, she had eras-®S that were scented. She had 
ers that were used to erase pen- erasers of different colours. 
marks, She would write with col _ If she found an eraser that she 
ured pencils and try rubbing them did not have in her collection, then 
away with erasers. She would not She would not hesitate to buy that 
be satisfied till she succeeded in €faser. 
her task. A thief once entered Sheela’s 

Inher pursuitof rubbers shehad house. Sheela had left her collec- 
‘even given her studies the go- tion of erasers on the table. The 
by. Her mother was natu- thief who took a fancy to the 
rally annoyed with her. strange collection, pock- 
Yet, Sheela continued to 
collect erasers. What 
had started as fun had 
soon become a hobby. 
But, now it was an 
‘obsession with her. 
Once during a test 

in school, Sheela had 
to draw the digestive sys- 
tem of man. In 


her hurry to com- 
| plete her paper, 
she forgot to 
erase the mis- 























takes she had 

committed 

When she remembered 

she was upset that the eted some. 

eraser she had taken to Sheela was upset when she 

school would not rub out the found out. It will take quite a while for 

ink markings. That was when she _hertogether collection back. Shemay 

began collecting rubbers. haveto forgo some of the lostrubbers 
forever, because she did have a rare 

na few years sheela had in collection. 
it her collection rubbers that V. NISHA, VIB, Chinmaya 


were shaped like the Vidhyalaya, Chennai. 














Save the planet 


Earth isthe only planet that has been 
blessed with life. We are indiscriminately 
polluting earth. Ie is not only the smoke 





caused by 
burning of fuels 
but we are also 
polluting earth with 
effluents from our 
factories in the name 
of development. 

Mfeach one of us take 
a vow (and stick to it) that 
‘we will not pollute the earth in any way 
in future there is probably a chance to 
preserve our planet. 


yore 


Anupama Das,VIIl Std., 

CCIE School, Bubaneshwar 

Dear Anupama, please send in your 
hhouse address. Ed, 


Still a curse 


Cinema is now the cheapest mode 
of entertainment. The producers are 
cashing in on the people's love for 
cinema. In the early years of cinema, 
mythology and historical stories were 
given much importance. But, gradually 
there has been a change, The 
cinema of today 


more on crime, 

violence and vulgarity. 

Cinema has been classified by 

the censor board into three broad 

categories, A - for adults only, U - can 

be viewed universally and AU - can be 

viewed by children only in the company 
of adults. 

The adolecent period of life is the 

‘most precarious stage. Cinema 








makes lasting impression on the 
minds in this age. Poor quality 
cinema will tell on the 
adolescents immediacely 
I think the censor should 
function more strictly when 
marking a cinema U or A. 
Cinema is still the only medium 
‘which can influence people and 
make them change their 
perception. 
P.Sirish Kumar, VIII A, 
KY, Hyderabad 
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Nuclear or ‘clear’ 


‘The purpose of testing a nuclear bomb is for developing 
‘our defence forces. But, is there no way by which the 
‘world can come together and decide to use nuclear energy 
‘only for the purpose of development? Till chen it is hats 
‘off to the scientists who have made India a nuclear power. 

PS. Nalini, Std. X, KV, Ashok Nagar, 
Chennai 





















India has now gone in for'developmental’ nuclear 
testing, The country can have electricity generated 
through nuclear reactors. Between 1964 and 1996, 
China conducted 45 tests. But there was no furore 
‘over this. We should feel proud of our nuclear power. 

R.Anjoo Sharon, Std. XII B, SVS School, 
Coimbatore 


India is also into the arms race. The ideal state 
suggested by Jawaharlal Nehru and the 
“Panchshee!’ have been given the 
goby. Ifonly we concentrated ZZ 
in bettering the lot of the , 
numerous orphanages in 
the country, there may 
not be enough money to 


‘test nuclear bombs! Let us 
not create the atmosphere. * 
for another world war 
S. Ganesh, Std. XI, M. ry Z 


Venkata Subba Rao Mat. f 
HSS, Chennai aja 


What we need is money for development 
‘of our country. We need money to feed our poor: We need money for the farmers to 
increase their production. We do not need money to develop more war heads. 
‘We do not need money to prove our supremacy over other countries in destruction. 
‘We should at least now look at the constructive side. The amount and the research 
time spent on the explosions could have been better utilised in upgrading the 
waste land in the Pokhran into agricultural land. We would have more food at least. 


G. Narasimha Raghavan, XI C, G.D. Mat. HSS, Coimbatore 


GOKULAM doges "98 0 


SMALLEST 
CAMERA 


A Japanese firm 
has developed the 
world's smallest APS. 
~ system camera and 
displayed it at an 
exhibition in Bang- 








kok on Nov. 12, 
1997, The camera 
was developed to 
mark the 60th anni- 
versary of the Japa- 
nese firm. Itis to be 
sold for $ 1,000. 


LONGEST 
NECKTIE 


A i2member 


VNippets 






aw ARETHEY 
Groh To 


pate 
4 suirhBue 


SHIRT ove 


ef 


team worked for 120 hours and 
put together a 264 feet necktie. 
‘The tie was on view at Shoppers 
Stop in Bangalore as part of the 
month-long "'Tie-festival"’ 

Made of polyester jacquard 
fabric, itis 3.5 ft. at the narrow 
end and 14.83 ft, at the broader 
end. The multicoloured tie has 
1,25,128 stitches, It is a joint 
venture of Zodiac and Shoppers 
Stop and is worth Rs. 75,000. 


ELECTRIC VEHICLE 


‘Swiss inventor Daniel Hinni, 
has developed the world's smallest 
electric three-wheeled scooter 
named 'Trinkee’ 

The scooter goes at 
the speed of 25 kmph 
and has a range of 20 








km, About 100 
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scooters are 
already in use in 
Switzerland, 
mainly as 
environmentally 
friendly 
transportation 
at factory sites 
and workshops. 


COSTLY LETTER 


A letter from Napoleon 
Bonaparte to his wife, Josephine, 
was auctioned for $ 108,000 in 
Paris in Nov. '97. The letter was 


BUDDING CHEF 

















FRANKIE 





You Need : 





written on Flour (maida), 
March 30, 1 boiled and mashed potato 
1796 from aaa 


1 small onion, 

chopped finely 
1/2 tsp red chilli powder, 
1/2 tsp salt 
Oil to fry. 


Nice, southern 
France, when 
Napoleon was 
on his way to 
take command 
of the French 
forces in Italy. 


STUNT JUMP 


Stuntman, Ke Shouliang, 44, 
Taiwan jumped 50 metres over 
China's second highest waterfall 
ina sports car in June '97. Ke 
‘Shouliang is known for his stunts. 
In 1992, he jumped over the 
great wall on a motorcycle 


Make a tight dough of the flour. 
Roll them into chapatis and set 
aside, Mix in the potato, onion, red 
chilli powder and salt. Make smatl 
balls of the mixture and place on the 
chapatis, Cover and roll out the 
chapatis. Cut 
deep fry in oil till golden brown, 

Serve with sauce. 
Chintan Modi, Malad (W) 
Mumbai 








into smalll pieces and 


Dear Chintan, 
Please send in your age and 


Suresh K. Anjum 
‘name of your school. - Fd, 


Calcutta 
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FIND THE INVENTORS 





a a Shastri 
3) Mohinder 
Amarnath 
4) Vivian Richards 
5) 8. Gavaskar 


Ser FICKET OUR 


fh TU SRE 


1. Barometer 

2. Theodolite 

3. Stethoscope 

4. Metronome 

5, Telescope 

6. Semaphore 

7. Spirit level indicator 





n 


- 
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What would you call 
the western version of 
Rama? 

K. K. Keerthana, Age 15, 
ya HS, Bangalore 


ASO] 2q prHom somod ours | 
2 SHY wo ng) oqurey 
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Subscription Form 


Please send me 6/12 issues of Gokulam. 


Enclosed is my DD/MO for Rs. 36/- for 6 issues/ 
Rs. 72/- for 12 issues. 
(Outstation cheques not accepted.) 





PIN CODE :..... 





Send your filled in forms along with a Demand 
Draft drawn in favour of ‘Gokulam’ to 


THE CIRCULATION MANAGER 
GOKULAM (english) 
47, JAWAHARLAL NEHRU ROAD, 
EKKADUTHANGAL, 
CHENNAI - 600 097. 
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b Chathu 





this idea, Ina few years Ganesh cha 
thurthi became a very important fes- 
tival in Maharashtra. There was much 
fanfare and gaiety. What started as 
move to unite the Hindus has now be- 
come the theme of the festival itself, 
Ganesh chathurthi was initially 
only a one-day affair. But, soon thi 
festival became a ten-day affair. Com: 
petitions for the best idol of Ganesh 
and the best decorated idols, 
came to be held. N 
rally, much time and 
energy was de-voted 
to this festival. 
On the 

























last day, the day of imme 
the crowds become excited 
and police is brought in to 
control them. Tilak has prass 
ed away but the spirit of the 
Ganesh festival remains. Exery 
year the enthusiasm has 
increased. But the crowds have 
also grown fanatic. Other 
states too have begun to follow 
the Maharashtrian culture of 
procession, 

In Hyderabad and Chennai 
too, ten-day Ganesh festivals 
have become the norm. The 
cities wear a festive look long be- 
fore the festival, There ismuch 
excitement in the air. Clay 
moulds of Ganesh get pre 
pared and the clay idols 
* Gonesh festival in Mumbai 
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COVER STORY 





themselves are a riot of colours, 
Pandals and stalls are put up and 
every pandal offersa different idol of 





the Ganesh, There are Ganeshas re- 
lining atop the Himalayasand there 
are dancing Ganeshas, The veryatti- 
tude of the public makes even the 


on-believer take a glimpse of the 














idol. 
Trouble starts only on the day the 
idols are to be immersed in the sea. 





Even as the people grow excited over 
the festival there is a constant under 
currentot hostility. ‘Th articles 
in newspapers asking people to avoid 
any untoward incident. Religious 
There ai 








entiments are exposed 


FESTIVAL OF 


riots when the processionists mei 
members of another religion, 

Many times these riots turn violent 

nd deaths have also occurred. If 
k had known that his countrymen 
would makea mockery of this festival 
he probably would not have sugge 
ted it at all 

Lord Gi self a peace- 
lover. So, why are we fighting among 
ourselves in the name of religion? 
‘The very meaning of the fest 











nesha is hi 





ral is 





ost. Tilak wanted to see a united, 
Indi now fracturing Indi 
Should we not learn to be sensible 
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€ stood brooding over 
the message. Ambika 
said 


she 
felt faint. Aditya 
and Vijay ran into 
the hospital to call 
a doctor. 

A black van halted beside us. 
Five men descended and pointed 
pistols at us. One of them said, "if 
you try any tricks or shout we wil 
shoot you." We were soon travel 
ling in the van with the men. 

Aditya and Vijay would have re 
turned and found us missing. We 
wondered what they would have 
done. 

The van stopped and we were 
shoved into a waiting boat. The five 
men were pleased with their handi- 
work. We learnt that they were sail- 
ing from the country the next day. 


16 





EnTURE 


And what 
about us? The men 
laughed. They said, “you will be 
thrown into the sea. 

We hoped Aditya and Vijay had 
informed the police, 

On June 7, at 10 p.m. Mr. 
Deshpande and two other men 
were arrested. The five men in the 
boat were soused. Namrata picked 
Up the courage to ask them why 
they were leaving India. One of 
them said, “It's none of your busi- 
ness. But you wouldn't be alive to 
learn about us either. We have had 
our fill and are returning to Singa- 
pore with our loot 
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man ran up from the 

captain's cabin and 

said breathlessly, "wire- 

less message! three of 
our men have been arrested, Off 
with you guys. The police will be 
here anytime.” 

We stared at each other as the 
men jumped into the dark sea, This 
time we were really in trouble. But 
not for long. The sea came alive 
with bright lights. 

As we watched, many men 
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plunged into the sea from another 
boat and a dingy came towards 
‘our boat. 

Vijay and Aditya were pleased 
that we were sate. 

We were wet and tired. Our ad- 
venture was over. The men who 
had jumped into the sea from our 
boat were nabbed. Mr. Deshpande 
was in jail and we were waiting to 
share our adventure with the rest 
of our friends. 

Reports about our adventure 
appeared in newspapers for the 
next few days. 

(CONCLUDED) 
Ansy Francis, Std. X, 
Holy Cross AIHS School, 
Tuticorin. 


Dear Ansy, Please send 
us your house address. 
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We had 


Pits 
he school had 
closed for 
Dussherahols. 
a 
K 


week'sholidayandwedecided AL Gx 


to spend it away from home. 
There were seven of us. 

When we put forth this pro- 
posal to our parents they did not 
agree, Alter much cajoling my fa- 
ther said he'd let us go provided he 
we went by van to his farm house. 
We said, "We'd lke to be on our 
own.” My father agreed, 

He made us promise to call him 
‘everyday of the week we spent at the 
farm, 

We agreed readily because he had 
atleast lot us be alone, We left on Friday 
night, My father's driver was at the wheel 
!t was close to midnight when the head- 
lights suddenly went off.“Oh, no!” 

We looked at each other. "Something's 
wrong.” Even Rampal didn't know what 
was wrong, We sat in the dark ourhearts 
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ret 


beginning to thump 
wildly 
Each of us had her own worries and 
fears. Alter a long time we watched as 
two brightights approached us, The lights 
went off and then on, The car screeched 
toa 

‘The driver of the other car came up to 
us and yelled, "Well, couldn't youat least 
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keep your parkinglights on?” 


‘ampal said, “Something's gone 
lights on 80 | can took into the 
bonnet?” 

‘In ten minutes Rampal returned to us 
saying everything was fine, Itwas a Yoose 
contact’. We were on our way to the farm. 
We reached the farm around two a.m, on 
Saturday morning, 

The farm house was fun. 
Rampal went off to meet the 
cchowkidhar, He sald he'd make ar- 
rangements for breakfast, We 
wanted him to return home but he 
said he'd go in the morning, 

We spent the day pottering 
‘around the farm. Rampal eftin the 
evening and we settled down for 
apleasant candlelight dinner. 

‘Around 11, we finally cleared up 
the table, Just as we decided to 
goto bed we heard a knock. twas 
the back door. Vintha said she'd 
see, We waited, Vintha did notre 
turn, 

‘Shrutha said she'd go and have a look 
Shrutha did not return either. This tine 
when somebody suggested she'd go to 
the door, we said well all go together. 

When we reached the door, we saw 
Vinitha and Shrutha looking dazed, Vintha 
and Shrutha were staring at a huge pot 
that stood close to the door. None of us. 
remembered seeing the pot there in the 
evening. 


he huge vessel was brimming 
with red liquid. We looked at 
each other. | shut the door and 
‘pulled Vintha and Shrutha into the house, 
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We spent a sleepless night. The next 
morning we felt braver and decided to 
investigate, We walked to the back door. 
The vessel had fallen on is side, 

The red liquid had spilled on the floor. 

| bent down and dipped my finger in 
the now thickened liquid. Itdidn't smell of 
blood. We looked at each other, From the 
corner ofthe eye I noticed a big boy walk 
up tous, 








He laughed, "I thought you'd be 
seared and run away. Quite brave of you 
Girls," He explained to us that he had 
placed the pot there to scare us away. 
How and when he placed the potis stilla 
mystery. 

We spent the rest of the week hap- 
pily enough but Vinitha and Shrutha still 
ook dazed whenever we mention the 
holiday. 


\V. PRAJWALA and 

SHUSHMA S. SHETTY, IX C, IX B, 
ENG, MEDIUM HS, KUNJIBETTU, 
ubuPI. 
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Name these minarets and 
the places they are located 
in 

Why is the third picture 
different from the rest? 


[The first ten correct entries will 


| receive prizes 











lied, printed and published by K Rajendran at Bharathan Press on Doha ofBharathan Publi 
Private Limited, Address 47, Javaharal Nehru Road, Ekkaduthangal, Chena -600 037. 
‘Telephones — Editorial: 2545624: Circulation Manager : 2585623, Subscription and Advertisement 
2345622; Chet Administrative Oicer: 234562 

‘Subscription — (Inland) Annual Rs. 72: Hal Yearly Ris. 36- 

(Overseas (Artal) Anaual Rs. 400": Hal Yearly Ais. 200 


80 Avgust @ GOKULAM, 


ars-:+8, SUOISSIJOId BY} YOIC/Y 


2-C,3-A 


























Laer Fill, 0 ete pat 


LECTRA TALKING CLOCK. With an 
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